Testing communities with registration acts has a number of beneficial aspects:
1.
It will provide data on the issue of whether all applicants are asked to provide the same information
2.
Whether as anecdotal evidence suggests only persons as a protected class i.e. “Hispanic” is targeted.
3.
Whether actual illegal inquiries are made.
4.
By testing a comparable community without such an ordinance but similar demographics to determine the role the ordinance
5.
If landlords use the ordinance as a defense
6.
Constitute a basis if facts warrant filing a complaint against the municipality for enacting an ordinance that has an adverse effect.
 

This also is a “win-win” situation;
1.
As with all testing by publicizing the testing and the premise of the project both landlords and municipalities have to assume all applicants are testers and/or potential complainants
2.
The initiation of the complaints and/or prior to initiation a request for a meeting with municipalities could produce change or rescission of the ordinance
3.
The filing of complaints will call attention to the ordinances
4.
The effort to eradicate this problem as history has shown will create a number of actual aggrieved party complaints.
5.
Any effort by the community to force a uniform inquiry will antagonize large numbers of persons and/or create sympathy for the actual victims of the ordinances and/or the persons being targeted
6.
Will align PHRC with the PA Association of Realtors as well as landlord associations who oppose the ordinances
 

Most important it will provide FACTS!
 

Secondly it will provide FOCUS on the issue!
 

Finally it is FINANCIALLY FEASIBLE!
 

